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Subject:     "DANGEROUS  EYELASH  DYES  —  LASHLURE  AND  MAGIC-DI-STIK. "  Information 
from  Federal  Food  and  Drag  Administration,  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture. 
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Dangerous  eyelash  dyes  —  and  how  they  are  prohibited  under  the  new  Law  — 
is  the  theme  of  today's  report  from  the  Federal  Food  and  Drug  Administration. 
All  these  reports  about  cosmetics  make  me  think  of  the  old  rhyme  — 

"Little  grains  of  powder, 

Little  dabs  of  paint, 
Make  a  girl  look  pretty, 

When  she  really  ain't." 

Consumers  of  powder  and  paint  and  other  beautifiers  will  be  glad  to  know 
that  Federal  officials  are  proceeding,  under  the  provisions  of  the  new  Food,  Drug, 
and  Cosmetic  Act  of  June  25,  1938,  to  remove  from  the  market  all  cosmetics  that 
might  injure  the  person  who  uses  them. 

Last  week  we  had  a  report  on  Lashlure,  the  dangerous  eyelash  dye  manufact-  ■ 
ured  by  the  Cosmetic  Manufacturing  Company  of  Los  Angeles,  California.  The 
Government,  to  date,  has  made  ten  seizures  of  Lashlure,  which,  under  the  new  Law, 
is  "adulterated"  in  that  it  contains  a  poisonous  substance  —  a  coal-tar 
preparation,  paraphenylene  diamine.     Lashlure,  during  past  years,  has  been 
responsible  for  many  cases  of  severe  eye  injury,  including  blindness. 

Now,  to  continue  with  today's  report.     Our  correspondent  says  she  has  just 
received  a  letter  from  a  woman  who  wrote  as  follows! 

"I  am  much  interested  in  reports  of  the  confiscation  of  harmful  eyelash 
'dyes.    Will  you  please  broadcast  the  names  of  the  dyes  that  have  been  seized?" 

Well,  Lashlure  is  one.    Another  one  is  Magic-Di-Stik.    Here's  the  latest 
report  on  Magic-Di-Stik : 

"On  the  recommendation  of  the  Food  and  Drug  Administration  of  the 
Department  of  Agriculture',  Federal  District  Attorneys  at  New  Orleans,  Louisiana* 
and  Houston,  Texas,  havo  caused  the  seizure  of  consignments  of  ' Magi c-Di- Stick 
Lash  and  Brow  Dye,'  manufactured  by  the  Dependable  Concentrated  Cosmetics,  Inc., 
Los  Angeles,  California. 

"Another  lot  at  Memphis,  Tennessee,  is  being  proceeded  against.  The 
Government  charges  that  this  product,   'Magic-Di-Stik,'  is  adulterated  within  the 
meaning  of  the  recently  enacted  Federal  Food,  Drug,  and  Cosmetic  Act  because  it 
contains  paraphenylene  diamine  —  a  poisonous  coal-tar  preparation  which  may  cauge' 
serious  -eye  injury  or  even  blindness  to  thoso  who  use  it.  ' 

"This  product,   'Magic-Di-Stik,1  is  in  many  respects  similar  to  'Lash-Lure,' 
the  first  article  seized  under  the  new  law.     Many  injuries  have  resulted  from  the 
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use  of  preparations  of  this  type  'because,  until  the  new  law  was  passed,  the 
Government  had  no  control  over  cosmetics,  and  traffic  in  these  dangerous 
preparations  was  allowed  to  flourish. 

"The  distributors  of  'Magic-Di-Stik, 1  like  those  of  'Lash-Lure,'  enclosed 
in  each  package  a  slip,  to  he  signed  "by  the  customer,  designed  to  absolve  the 
beauty  shop  distributor  and  manufacturer  from  any  liability  if  the  use  of 
'Magic-Di-Stik'  results  in  injury. 

"While  most  of  the  provisions  of  the  Food,  Drug,  and  Cosmetic  Act  do  not 
become  effective  until  one  year  after  June  25,  1938,  the  interstate  shipment 
of  dangerous  cosmetics  is  immediately  prohibited. " 

And  that's  the  story  of  "Magic-Di-Stik."    A  story  with  a  happy  ending  — 
for  consumers. 

Now,  just  to  keep  the  record  straight,  here's  a  list  of  all  the  dangerous 
eyelash  dyes  that  had  been  seized,  up  to  the  time  this  report  was  written: 
Lashlure ,  Magic-di-Stik,  Loris,  Dark  Eyes,  Rpux,  and  Spiro's  Oriental  Colura« 
Officials  in  the  Food  and  Drug  Administration  feel  they  have  done  a  pretty 
thorough  job  of  driving  this  dangerous  type  of  "beautif ier"  off  the  market, 
although  they  have  learned  from  experience  to  be  always  on  guard. 

And  now,  let's  see  what  our  officio!  correspondent  has  to  say  about  the 
"device"  racket.    Quoting  directly: 

"Electric  belts,  nose  straighteners,  mechanic-!  bust  developers, 
st .etching  devices,  and  dozens  of  other  gadgets,  knickknacks, 
and  flim  firms  will  have  to  be  truthfuly  labeled  when  the  new 
Food,  Drug,  and  Cosmetic  Act  goes  into  effect  next  June  25. 
These  'therapeutic  devices'  have  escaped  regulation  because  they 
are  i.ot  drugs. 

"Telling  the  truth  is  going  to  come  hard  for  proprietors  of  some 
of  these  old  frauds,  enforcement  officials  admit.     Amber  beads 
will  have  to  sell  as  amber  beads  and  not  as  a  preventive  of  croup 
in  babies;  or  as  a  'cure'for  goitre,   the  only  effect  being  to 
postpone  competent  treatment  of  this  serious  disease. 

"Under  the  old  law  officials  watched  this  section  of  what  G. 
Campbell,  Chief  of  the  Food  and  Drug  Administration,  calls  the 
'underworld  of  the  food  and  drug  industries'  and  stepped  in 
when  a  drug  was  involved- -farexample  in  the  case  of  the  'iodine 
socks'  (ordinary  hosiery  scented  with  iodoform)  recommended  as 
'invaluable  to  sufferers  from  gout,  rheumatism,  flu,  colds,  vari- 
cose veins,  bad  legs,   corns,  bunions,  and  aching  feet.'  Most 
escaped,  however,  because  no  drug  was  involved,  and  there  was  no 
check  on  'claims'  however  absurd  or  dangerous  to  buyers. 

"Some  devices  have  real  merit  and  makers  can  label  them  truthfully 
and  sell  them  without  restraint;  but  many  are  fakes  and  worth  just 
their  junk  value." 

And  that  concludes  today's  report  from  the  Federal  Food  and  Drug 
Admi  ni  s  t  r  ati  o  n . 
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